
Written By, MABEDOU Ashley 
1e GT1 

WOMEN REPRESENTATION IN ART & POWER  
Angelina Jolie: A Role Model for Women's Rights and Humanitarian Work 

Who is she ?  

Angelina Jolie is an American actress, filmmaker, and humanitarian. She gained worldwide 
fame for her many roles in greats films like Maleficent and won an Academy. Beyond her 
Hollywood career, she is a UNHCR Special Envoy and a leading advocate for refugee rights, 
women's empowerment, and the fight against sexual violence in war zones. Her 
humanitarian work has taken her to over 60 countries, making her one of the most 
influential celebrity activists in the world. 

How Did She Start ? 

Angelina Jolie first gained fame as a Hollywood actress, winning an Oscar for Girl, 
Interrupted (1999). However, her journey as a humanitarian began in 2001 when she filmed 
Lara Croft: Tomb Raider in Cambodia. Witnessing the harsh realities of war and poverty, she 
visited refugee camps and decided to take action. 

Her Actions and Advocacy 

1. UN Ambassador and Special Envoy 

o In 2001, she became a Goodwill Ambassador for the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

o In 2012, she was promoted to Special Envoy, focusing on major crises 
affecting displaced people. 

o She has visited over 60 refugee camps worldwide, advocating for the rights of 
displaced women and children. 

2. Fighting Sexual Violence in War 

o In 2013, she co-founded the Preventing Sexual Violence Initiative (PSVI) with 
former UK Foreign Secretary William Hague. 

o She raised global awareness about rape being used as a weapon of war, 
especially in Congo, Syria, and Bosnia. 

o In 2014, she organized the Global Summit to End Sexual Violence in Conflict, 
bringing together world leaders and experts. 

3. Supporting Women and Children 

o She has funded schools for girls in Afghanistan and Kenya, empowering 
women through education. 

o She co-founded the Jolie-Pitt Foundation, supporting health, education, and 
women's rights programs. 

o She actively works to help survivors of war and sexual violence rebuild their 
lives. 

Who Helped and Inspired Her? 
• William Hague, her co-founder in the fight against war-related sexual violence. 
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• Mother Teresa and Eleanor Roosevelt, who inspired her commitment to human 
rights. 

• Other activists and leaders like Amal Clooney, Malala Yousafzai, and Michelle 
Obama, who share her mission. 

Why Is She a Role Model? 
• She uses her fame for real change: Unlike some celebrities who just give speeches, 

she takes action on the ground. 
• She creates lasting impact: Her work has influenced international laws on war 

crimes against women. 
• She aligns her actions with her beliefs: She adopted children from war-torn 

countries and invested in their education. 
• She is committed for the long term: Her advocacy has lasted over 20 years, proving 

it's not just a trend for her. 

Angelina Jolie represents a humanitarian feminism that goes beyond words. She shows that 
fame can be a powerful tool for change. Her journey proves that anyone, regardless of their 
status, can make a difference.


